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AN OVERVIEW



June 2016
With help from a wheelchair project commenced in 1996 by the Rotary Club of Surfers Sunrise in Queensland, 
Wheelchairs for Kids commenced in 1998 as a project of the Rotary Club of Scarborough WA to manufacture and donate rough terrain wheelchairs to needy children in under-resourced countries. 6 months later we invited the Christian Brother Olly Pickett to join us.
The project is now a separate incorporated body, managed by Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Scarborough with assistance from the Christian Brothers and others.  It holds a WA Charity Licence, is tax exempt, has DGR status (tax exemption for donors) and has fully audited accounts.

The State government assists with half the workshop rent and the Rotary Club of Scarborough donates $40,000pa to cover the other overheads. This enables us to say that no public donations are spent on administration. 
The project is 100% voluntary, both administration and production, with 170 local retirees working part time in shifts to produce the wheelchairs. Rotarians and others provide the administration and a Christian Brother manages the workshop.  100s of ladies throughout Australia knit knee rugs and dolls to accompany the wheelchairs.

To date over 34,000 wheelchairs have been distributed, mainly through established aid agencies to over 70 countries. The production rate is at present 340 wheelchairs per month limited only by income. Every wheelchair makes such a difference to a life and that of the family.
In 2010 we adopted World Health Organisation guidelines for the provision of suitable wheelchairs to under resourced countries and now produce a rough terrain wheelchair tested for durability, strength and stability and with facilities for adjustable postural support devices. It is now only distributed through organisations having personnel trained in fitting to the recipient.  This is necessary because a badly fitted wheelchair will cause harm and can also be fatal to the recipient due to pressure sores.

 In addition our wheelchair is completely adjustable to fit the sizes and growing needs of children. It is fitted with straps, a therapeutic cushion and a tray
Due to the voluntary structure of our organisation and the generosity of suppliers (e.g. Visy Board donates the cartons worth about $14 each and Toll Holdings transport shipping containers across Australia free) we are producing these high tech wheelchairs with a tray, straps, a headrest and an approved cushion for only $200 each. 

Funding for the raw materials is obtained through with donations from Rotary and other clubs, schools, church and other groups, corporate sponsors, private donors, bequests and fund raisers.
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