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Gyuto House Australia Inc
THE GYUTO MONKS OF TIBET

AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS PROGRAM
· During annual visits to Australia for the past seventeen years, the Tibetan monks from Gyuto Tantric University who live as refugees in India, have attracted large audiences to their cultural displays of the ancient Buddhist tantric arts. From the South Australian Museum to the Cow Bay Kindergarden in Far North Queensland and many local and regional areas in between, they have engaged many children in observation and hands-on involvement in the creation of their intricate sand mandalas, butter sculptures and other ancient Tibetan cultural arts. This has been achieved through programming of visits by school classes, by parental visits as well as a wide ranging series of actual visits to schools. 

· In 1996 , the monks spent 3 months in S.A. during which time they embarked on a comprehensive program of visits to rural and remote areas much of which was centred on schools incl.Whyalla, Ceduna, Maree,  Leigh Creek, Port Augusta, Koonibba and Yalata. On two occasions, the S.A. Dept. of Education and Children's Services requested, and was granted, permission to video the processes to show to students in country and isolated areas. 

· In and around Adelaide, Melbourne, Cairns, Townsville, Hobart and other population centres, the monks have visited junior primary, primary and high schools teaching and demonstrating the art of mask making, harmonic chanting, mandala art et al. and offered a special 10 day schools program centred on Norwood High School which was sponsored by the Asia in Schools Network, Catholic Education Board, Independent Schools Board and City of Norwood Council.

· The monks’ work with children featured in the 1997-8 report of the Asia Link Centre at  Melbourne University and for some years the monks opened Asia in Schools Week in Adelaide.

· The school program has grown and expanded to other states, working with children in Victoria, NSW Tasmania and Queensland - including children from Cape York in Far North Queensland, Tilba in southern N.S.W. and Wonthaggi in Gippsland, Victoria. In 2001 and again in 2002, a two week program was offered for schools based in a Vietnamese Buddhist Temple in the western suburbs of Melbourne organized by the Catholic Education Office, the Independent Schools Board and DEET with support from Asia in Schools Network.

· A week long program in Flaxmill Schools since 2006 and now an annual event in the school’s budget, demonstrated the power of the monks’ values based program as a whole school community change agent during which parents, students and teachers found new tools and techniques for successful interactions and relationships.

· In total, the monks have worked with an estimated 950,000 schoolchildren and according to teachers, provided a valuable learning experience.

The impact on the school students has been significant in terms of:

     SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
learning about cultural differences and  respect for diversity in community

      SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
practicing patience and concentration thus affecting negative behavioural patterns

     SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
awareness of environmental, social justice and human rights issues 

     SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
informing them of comparative belief systems and the values of tolerance  

     SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
enabling them to experience the powerful effect of kindness and compassion for others

     SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
encouraging an interest in world peace through  non-violent means

Gyuto House is a broad-based cultural arts and ethics centre,active around the country with a specific outreach focus. Annual visits from the Gyuto Monks make it possible to arrange further direct interaction with students through the school curriculum.

The monks 2012 Australian visit will enable them to offer a limited range of school workshops in tandem with their touring schedule. The group comprises Gyuto Monks, translator and director.

 The range of program options available includes:

Mandala design, construction and symbolism

Mani Stone Painting

Harmonic Chanting

Bamboo Pen Calligraphy

MonkChef! Tibetan Food and Cooking

History and Culture of Tibet

Buddhism in Tibetan Life

Social Buddhism - the values of kindness and compassion 

Schools usually engage the monks for a whole day program or longer during which the monks can create a small Sand Mandala, chant, discuss issues and answer questions about Tibet, human rights and Buddhism and offer hands on tantric art classes. In recent years, a number of schools have booked the monks for a week each year such has been the impact on the school community.

The benefit of any of these classes lies not so much in the actual activity as in the accessibility of the monks and the opportunity to interact with them and experience their gentleness and patience. Most important, the children receive a positive message about self esteem, confidence and their own personal potential. The monks also provide a glimpse of the skill and excellence achievable by applied concentration and discipline.

We also have found that staff and parents value the perspective that the monks bring to parent/teacher/student relationships so much so that programs now can include staff training & development sessions. Parent workshops are an exciting and successful recent innovation.

Costs:  $2000 per day 

Enquiries: Maureen Fallon, Director, Gyuto House. 

Mob. 0412 124 678  ph 0266882266 or email gyuto@gyutoaus.com

                                                                  Gyuto House Australia  ABN 66 695 621 809

 Find out more about the Gyuto Monks on their web site www.gyuto.co

