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Independent Enrolments in Perth Western Australia

The three sectors are Government schools,
Catholic institutions and the independent sector

The Australian National Census in 2006 con- Of education.

tained questions pertaining to the different ] ]

2006. levels of education and the distribution of the
student population between these three main

This data provides the information to compare categories. Our main focus is the participation in
the levels of participation of students in Western the independent schools sector. These schools
Australia in the different sectors of education are distributed throughout the state in rural,

and the distribution of these schools in areas of rémote and metropolitan locations varying in

2006 Australian National Census

Western Australia. ages from pre-primary through to Year 12.
anary SChOOI EnrOImentS Infant and Primary School Enrolments by Sector in
The data shows that in 2006 there were 20% of Capital Gity

primary school students and infants attending
Catholic schools and 13% attending schools
within the independent sector. This means
approximately one third of students at primary
school level within Western Australia attend
non-government schools. The census also
showed that this number has increased since
2000 especially within the independent sector
with more infant and primary age student
entering into independent schooling at earlier
ages than in previous years.

B Independent {13%) B Cathalic (20%) O Governmrent (67 %)

Secondary School Enrolment by Sector in

Secondary School Enrolments Capital City
Almost half of the students enrolled in Western
Australia in 2006 were enrolled in non-
government institutions. A quarter of students
not in government education are educated in
the independent sector.

Western Australian has one of the highest
percentages of students in non-government
institutions at the secondary level. This has
continued to increased since the last census
with more schools and placements becoming
available at independent schools. |llndependent (24%) ® Catholic (23%) O Governrrent (53%)

Source: 2006 National Census—Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS
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Numbers of Schools in Western Australia

2005 Data

This data was collected in 2005 from an
Australia wide survey on education and
schooling. In 2005, the non-government schools
collectively made up 291 of the total 1068
schools in Western Australia. 132 of these were

Growth Comparison

Though the number of Catholic schools ha
stayed the same the changes in the independen
and Government sectors are important. Th
growth of independent schools and the decline in
government schools is projected to continue over

from the independent sector of schooling and
159 from the catholic sector.

This means that in Western Australia in 2005, a
quarter of the schools available were in the non-
government sector with 777 government schools
in the state.

the next decade as the independent sector
becomes a more popular option for parents.

Number of Students in Each Sector

21%

2006 Data

In 2006, the data shows that there were 137
independent schools and 159 Catholic
institutions in Western Australia. Approximately
56, 373 student are in the independent sector of
education. That means just under 40% of schools
in Western Australia are not in the government
sector of education with 771 government schools

18% 61%

in the State. 0O Government B Catholic O Independent
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Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) ‘Schools Australia’ 2005 and 2006
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Sector Distribution by Western Australian Electorate

Electorates and the Distribution of Students by Sector
Through all of the major electorates and regions in Australia there has been a growth in
independent schools and students attending these schools. This is true for both rural and remote
locations as well as the metropolitan areas in Perth. Even remote regions in the electorate of
Kalgoorlie still have an independently schooled student population of over 1000 students. There is
approximately 35% of independent schools positioned within these rural and remote locations in
Western Australia.
Distributionof AISVA Member Schools
Section Enrolment Distribution By Electorate
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